A Report
Card

for the
Top 25

Getting into the schools on
this list is harder than it has
ever been. With applications
at the top 25 schools rising
by 33% since 1994, schools
are admitting even smaller
percentages of candidates.
None is more selective than
Stanford, which accepted
just 1 out of every 14 appli-
cants last spring.

The good news, though, is
that once you get in, you can
expect big rewards. Average
job offers jumped by 30%, to
three per grad. And the
median starting pay for an
MBA at a top-25 school is
now a stunning $81,569, up
16% in two years.

The letter grades here
measure schools based on
graduate and recruiter sur-
veys. The top 20% in each
category come home with
As. The next 25% get Bs, the
next 35% get Cs, and the
bottom 20% take Ds. See
page 122 for further details
on the ranking process.

o RN AL POL MOV GREED  wrLWONEN MwoRmEs PENBA POSTABA OVERSIIOADO 10 OFFERS AALSTS TEAMPLAYERS GLOBALVEW  TEACHIG, CURRIELN PLACEWENT
1 PENNSYLVANIA (Wharton) Philadelphia 1 1 4 $23608 15% 0% 28% 16% $45,000 §100,000  40% B Qe B e O o e o o s e 2 e 1904, A B A B A A
2 MIGHIGAN Ann Arbor 6 33 23180 28 % 2% 15 38500 81400 24 B e L B o o I o years dgosgedoutis A A A A A
3 NORTHWESTERN (Kellogg) Evanston, Il 2 2 8 2305 14 4 31 9 45,000 95000 45 B e oners rrarrig out team players; g A A B B A
4 HARVARD Boston 5 49 23840 13 2T 26 19 55,000 110,640 62 B O e e A e, A C A A A A
5 VIRGINIA (Darden) Charlottesville 21 1 19627 19 2 29 19 40,000 85,000 41 BT e e e e e ar 2 A A B A A A
6 GOLUMBIA New York 8 16 23830 14 4 35 12 44000 88850 39 BT e e e e i Y FeldberB over B A B B B
71  STANFORD Stanford, Calif. 4 71 23100 7 % 30 10 54000 108,000 59 B o Tt e e oy oo™ A B A C B B
8 GHICAGO Chicago 3 523 24655 23 23 2 5 44000 86,000 32 B e vyt 2! Skl but one in five say schoo's B A C B ¢
9 MIT (Sloan) Cambridge, Mass. 10 8 13 23900 14 37 2 15 45,000 102,750 52 B e e N e o S pah o graoshad 5 C A B B B
10 DARTMOUTH (Tuck) Hanover, N 1. 8 12 7T 2370 14 16 30 9 45000 105000 B2 2T e e e e e Y A B A A A
11 DUKE (FUQUA) Durham, N.C. 110 10 23690 17 19 30 12 45,000 78,000 23 Bl e ot ok oot (o teaching; but 95% of - g B B c B A
12 UGLA (ANDERSON) Los Angeles 9 17 2 18963 17 20 27 10 37,000 85,000 33 B e e e e o ement office; MBAs award g B C B A A
13 GALIFORNIA (Haas) Berkeley 19 16 6 18788 13 3% 34 11 44000 85,000 33 B e P B e e poro oo MBA satisfaction- g C c A A B
14 NYU (Stern) New York 16 9 21 22500 20 3% 26 8 39,000 75,000 14 24 MBhe average loars of Si1700 Up 0% Digest uoyear jump among A B C C B
15 INDIANA Bloomington 7138 1T 15613 45 16 2 8 35,000 67,000 3 B e P orne or temeane e o ™S B A B B C ¢
16 WASHINGTON U(Olin) St. Louis NA 20 12 20,000 44 39 30 6 34000 62750 0 B e e e o o ok nsie T he vone 20 G C C A A A
17 GARNEGIE MELLON Pittsburgh 42 5 22200 31 38 19 2 37,000 81,180 23 B e hiatast fo el T e o ro e ™ A B B A A A
18 GORNELL (Johnson) Ithaca, N.Y. 15 18 20 22450 25 2 32 11 38,000 79500 17 B e e rogfam, 2 2qminstration's responsive- - g A B B B B
19 UNE (Kenan-Flagler) Chapel Hill 18 27 14 14332 19 19 36 16 40,000 77250 12 Bl e oryeon Coufses oy fuaine new profs; faculty g B c A B B
20 TEXAS Austin 17 15 28 11854 18 17 % 1 36,000 69,000 5 29 Lt average loans of $22 90, Srads earn degree with lowest level of debt; B ¢ ¢ B B
21 ROCHESTER (Simon) Rochester,N.Y. ~ NA 38 18 21240 36 46 26 9 35,000 65,000 9 2 e e icgration of coursework; school boasts highest per- p c B B B B
22 YALE New Haven NA 30 22 23,130 23 3129 15 40,000 83050 B4 BB e e A o e e o MAe B B B B B C
23 SOUTHERN METHODIST (Cox) Dallas NA 43 15 2054 62 2 29 5 30,000 62350 5 B e e e o oy oo Second-highest g D D A B B
24 VANDERBILT (Owen) Nashville NA 40 19 21800 42 23 4 7 30,000 59,000 9 B o el marais ied Slggest MBA satisfaction g C B A A B
25 AMERICAN (Thunderbird) Glendale, Ariz. NA 23 26 18950 75 33 3 10 30,000 57,000 4 2.3 Good news: Recruiters rank schoo) among best for lurning out MBAs with ¢ C A C B C©

global understanding. Bad news: 25% of grads have no job offers.

* FOR NONRESIDENTS ~ DATA: BUSINESS WEEK (RESEARCH BY LORI BONGIORNO, JUDI CROWE, LOURDES HERNANDEZ, FRED JESPERSEN, DAVID LEONHARDT, AND JENNIFER MERRITT)



