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THE INDEX IS A 4-WEEK MOVING AVERAGE

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
Tuesday, Oct. 19, 8:30 a.m.
EDT » Consumer prices for goods
and services probably rose 0.2% in
September, after a 0.1% increase
in August. That's according to the
median forecast of economists
surveyed by Action Economics.
Excluding food and energy, prices
most likely climbed by 0.2% as
well, after a 0.1% gain.
RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION
Tuesday, Oct. 19, 8:30 a.m.

EDT » Housing starts are forecast
to have eased slightly, to an annual
rate of 1.96 million. In July, sales
reached an annual pace of 2
million homes. Low interest rates
continue to bolster housing.
INITIAL UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS
Thursday, Oct. 21, 8:30 a.m.
EDT » New filings for state
unemployment claims most likely
stood at about 325,000 during the
week ending Oct. 16, from 335,000
for the week ended Oct. 2. The

string of hurricanes in September
and August have been affecting
recent readings. However, the
upcoming numbers should once
again reflect more fundamental
factors in the labor market.
LEADING INDICATORS Thursday,
Oct. 21, 10 a.m. EDT » The
Conference Board’s September
index of leading economic
indicators is expected to have held
steady, after a second straight

monthly decline of 0.3% in August.

The BusinessWeek production index
eased to 2279 for the week ended
Oct. 2, but stood 12.4% above the
year-ago level. Before calculation of
the four-week moving average, the
index improved to 228.
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For the BW50, more investment
data, and the components

of the production index visit
www.businessweek.com/magazine/extra.ntm
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The production index slipped for a second straight
week. Before calculation of the four-week moving
average, the index moved up to 228, from 227.5. On a
seasonally adjusted basis, autos and crude-oil
refining posted the greatest increases. Coal, truck
assemblies, rail-freight traffic, lumber, and steel
output were also higher. The only component to
register a decline was electric-power production.
During the month of September, the average index
level increased to 228.4, from 225.8 in August.

Information on each of the index components is at www.businessweek.com.
BW production index Copyright 2004 by The McGraw-Hill Companies

MUTUAL FUNDS Search for funds, view BW
ratings, and read Q&As with fund managers.

COLUMNS Hot stocks, takeover plays,
and the latest strategies for managing your

money.
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