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LEADING INDICATORS Monday,
Apr. 19, 10 a.m. EDT » The
Conference Board's March index of
leading economic indicators is
expected to have increased 0.2%
after remaining unchanged in
February. That's according to the
median forecast of economists
surveyed by Action Economics.
BEIGE BOOK \Wednesday, Apr.
21, 2 p.m. EDT » The Federal

Reserve will release its summary of

regional economic activity before

its May 4 monetary policy meeting.
Despite strong growth and the
pickup in hiring, respondents to
the latest Action Economics survey
still see the Fed holding interest
rates at 1% through at least
August.

INITIAL UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS
Thursday, Apr. 22, 8:30 a.m.
EDT » New filings for state
unemployment claims probably
fell to about 325,000 during the
week ending Apr. 17, from 328,000
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for the week ended Apr. 3. Fewer
claims point to further improve-
ment in the labor market.
DURABLE GOODS ORDERS Friday,
Apr. 23, 8:30 a.m. EDT » New
orders for durable goods are
forecast to have risen 0.5% in
March, after a big 2.5% jump in
February. The February increase

was due to a gain in aircraft orders.

However, the overall yearly
increase of 8.8% is being led by a
broad rise in business investment.

The BusinessWeek production index
improved to 216.4 for the week
ended Apr. 3, and grew 11% from a
year ago. Before calculation of the
four-week moving average, the index
rose t0 219.2.

BusinessWeek [online

For the BW50, more investment
data, and the components

of the production index visit
www.businessweek.com/magazine/extra.ntm
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The production index turned in another strong
performance. Before calculation of the four-week
moving average, the index jumped to 219.2, from
216.8. After seasonal adjustments, autos and coal
output had the biggest increases. Lumber, rail-freight
traffic, truck assemblies, and electric-power
production also posted gains. Only steel and crude oil
refining were lower on the week. During the month of
March, the average index level climbed to 216, from
213.3in February.

Information on each of the index components is at www.businessweek.com.
BW production index Copyright 2004 by The McGraw-Hill Companies

MUTUAL FUNDS Search for funds, view BW
ratings, and read Q&As with fund managers.

COLUMNS Hot stocks, takeover plays,
and the latest strategies for managing
your money.

BusinessWeek [online

For the BW50, more investment data, and the
components of the production index visit
www.businessweek.com/magazine/extra.htm
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