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INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Wednesday, Mar. 10, 8:30

Global Markets. Excluding vehicles,
sales probably increased 0.6% last

BUSINESS INVENTORIES Friday,
Mar. 12, 8:30 a.m. EST »

The BusinessWeek production index 180 - JUNE o B,
rose to 212.7 for the week ended Feb. 2003 2003 2003 2004

a.m. EST » The January foreign
trade deficit probably stood at $42
billion. In December, the deficit
widened to $42.5 billion.

RETAIL SALES Thursday, Mar.
11, 8:30 a.m. EST » February
retail sales are forecast to have
grown 0.6%, following a 0.3%
decline in January. That's
according to the median forecast
of economists surveyed by Informa

month, after jumping by 0.9%.
EXPORT-IMPORT PRICES
Thursday, Mar. 11, 8:30 a.m.
EST » Export prices most likely
held steady in February, aftera
0.5% gain in January. Import
prices probably jumped by 0.7%,
after surging by 1.3% in the prior
month. Higher petroleum costs
and a weakening U.S. dollar are
fueling the jump inimport prices.
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January inventories are forecast to
have risen by 0.5%, after a 0.3%
increase in December. A stronger
upswing in inventory rebuilding is
expected during the first quarter.
CURRENT ACCOUNT Friday, Mar.
12, 8:30 a.m. EST »The U.S.
current-account deficit most likely
expanded to $136.4 billion during
the fourth quarter, from $135
billion in the third quarter.

21, an increase of 10.1% from a year
ago. Before calculation of the four-
week moving average, the index
climbed to 214.4.

BusinessWeek [online

For the BW50, more investment
data, and the components

of the production index visit
www.businessweek.com/magazine/extra.htm

The production index managed a small increase over
the latest period. Before calculation of the four-week
moving average, the index advanced to 214.4, from

13.2. On a seasonally adjusted basis, all the
components posted moderate changes for the week.
Rail-freight traffic posted the biggest increase,
followed by coal, auto, truck assemblies, and lumber
output. Crude-oil refining suffered the largest decline
during the week, with steel and electric power
production also lower.

Information on each of the index components is at www.businessweek.com.
BW production index Copyright 2004 by The McGraw-Hill Companies

COLUMNS Hot stocks, takeover plays,

and the latest strategies for managing your

money.
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