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THE WEEK AHEAD

CONSUMER CONFIDENCE
Tuesday, Feb. 24, 10 a.m.
EST » The Conference Board's
February confidence index most
likely slid to 95 after the index
jumped 5 points, t0 96.8, in January.
But an unexpected reversal in the

University of Michigan’s first look at

February consumer sentiment
suggests the confidence index will
fall more than economists expect.
EXISTING HOME SALES
Wednesday, Feb. 25, 10 a.m.

EST » Existing home sales in

NEW RESIDENTIAL SALES

The BusinessWeek production index

January probably eased to an
annual pace of 6.35 million, from
6.47 million in the previous month,
says the median forecast of
economists surveyed by Informa
Global Markets.

DURABLE GOODS ORDERS
Thursday, Feb. 26, 8:30 a.m.
EST » New orders for durable
goods are forecast to have
increased 1% in February, following
a 0.3% rise during January.
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Thursday, Feb. 26, 10 a.m.
EST » New single-family home
sales in January were probably
little changed from the annual
pace of 1.06 million in December.
GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT
(REVISED) Friday, Feb. 27,
8:30 a.m. EST » Revisions to
the fourth-quarter economy will
probably show growth at a 4%
annual rate, unchanged from the
advanced estimate.

fell to 213.2 for the week ended Feb. 7,
but remains up 9.3% from the
previous year. Before calculation of
the four-week moving average, the
index declined to 211.2

BusinessWeek [online

For the BW50, more investment
data, and the components

of the production index visit
www.businessweek.com/magazine/extra.htm
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The production index declined for the third straight
week. Before calculation of the four-week moving
average, the index was also lower, falling to 211.2 from
211.9. On a seasonally adjusted basis, only electric-
power production and rail-freight traffic were lower.
The Association of American Railroads cited bad
winter weather for the drop in rail traffic. Autos and
steel showed the biggest gains, with coal, lumber,
steel, crude-oil refining, and truck assemblies also
higher over the period.

Information on each of the index components is at www.busil com.
BW production index Copyright 2004 by The McGraw-Hill Companies
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BUSINESSWEEK INVESTING Real-time
market coverage and investment tools in
partnership with Standard & Poor’s.

MUTUAL FUNDS Search for funds, view BW
ratings, and read Q&As with fund managers.

COLUMNS Hot stocks, takeover plays,
and the latest strategies for managing your
money.
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