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RETAIL SALES Thursday, Feb.
12, 8:30 a.m. EST » January
retail sales are forecast to have
increased 0.4%, following a 0.5%
rise in December. That's according
to the median forecast of
economists surveyed by Informa

Global Markets. Excluding vehicles,

sales probably grew by a similar
0.4%, after inching up 0.1%.
BUSINESS INVENTORIES

probably grew by 0.2%, after a
0.3% gain over November. In the
fourth quarter, inventories
contributed positively to economic
growth for the first time in more
than a year. A larger increase in
inventories is very likely this

quarter.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE Friday,
Feb. 13, 8:30 a.m. EST » The

deficit narrowed to $38 billion.
Exports are picking up thanks to

stronger global economic growth

currencies.

and the dollar’s slide against major

EXPORT-IMPORT PRICES friday,

Feb. 13, 8:30 a.m. EST »
Export prices probably rose 0.3%

in January, while nonoil import
prices likely edged up by 0.2%. In

The BusinessWeek production index
slipped to 213.4 for the week ended
Jan. 24, but remained up 9.2% from
a year ago. Before calculation of the
four-week moving average, the index
was unchanged.

BusinessWeek [online

For the BW50, more investment
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BW PRODUCTION INDEX ONLINE RESOURCES

INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT
CHANGE FROM LAST WEEK: -0.4%
CHANGE FROM LAST YEAR: 9.2%
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The production index declined for only the second
time since August. Before calculation of the four-
week moving average, the index remained unchanged
at 213. On a seasonally adjusted basis, rail-freight
traffic drove the index down. The steel, coal, and
lumber components were also lower over the period.
Auto and truck production showed the biggest gains.
Electric-power output increased moderately as
demand increased in response to the cold weather.

BW50 Track the index and the companies
in it all day long. Plus: our exclusive Info Tech
100 index.

BUSINESSWEEK INVESTING Real-time
market coverage and investment tools in
partnership with Standard & Poor’s.

MUTUAL FUNDS Search for funds, view BW
ratings, and read Q&A's with fund managers.

COLUMNS Hot stocks, takeover plays,
and the latest strategies for managing your
money.

BusinessWeek [online

December foreign trade deficit
most likely moved up slightly, to
$38.7 billion. In November, the

December, export prices climbed
0.2%, while nonoil import costs
were up 0.1%.

For the BW50, more investment data, and the
components of the production index visit
www.businessweek.com/magazine/extra.htm

data, and the components
of the production index visit
www.businessweek.com/magazine/extra.ntm

Crude-oil refining was also higher.

Thursday, Feb. 12, 8:30 a.m.
EST » December inventories
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