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PERSONAL INCOME Tuesday,
Dec. 23,10 a.m. EST »
Personal income in November is
forecast to have risen by 0.4% for a
second consecutive month. That's
according to the median forecast
of economists surveyed by Informa
Global Markets. Consumer
expenditures probably jumped
0.5%, after holding steady in
October. A rebound in vehicle
purchases is likely the big driver, as
sales hit an annual rate of 16.8

million in November, from a pace of

15.6 million in October.

DURABLE GOODS ORDERS
Wednesday, Dec. 24, 8:30
a.m. EST » New orders for
durable goods most likely
increased by 0.7% in November,
after surging 3.3% October.
INITIAL UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS
Wednesday, Dec. 24, 8:30
a.m. EST » New filings for state
jobless claims probably held at
about 360,000 for the week ended
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Dec. 20. The four-week moving
average of claims has remained
below the 400,000 level—widely
viewed as an indicator of a
stabilizing or improving job
market—for 11 weeks.

NEW RESIDENTIAL SALES
Wednesday, Dec. 24, 10 a.m.
EST » New single-family home
sales in November are expected to
have reached an annual pace of
1.12 million, from 1.11 million during
October.

The BusinessWeek production index
improved to 211.2 for the week
ended Dec. 6, an increase of 0.5%
from the previous year. Before
calculation of the four-week moving
average, the index rose to 211.

BusinessWeek [online

For the BW50, more investment
data, and the components

of the production index visit
www.businessweek.com/magazine/extra.ntm
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The production index registered another strong gain.
Before calculation of the four-week moving average,
the index also climbed, to 211 from 210.On a
seasonally adjusted basis, a big jump in rail-freight
traffic and lumber output pulled the index higher.
Truck assemblies also increased. But autos were
down sharply, followed by more moderate declines in
the steel, crude-oil refining, and coal components.
Electric power production was virtually unchanged
over the period.

Information on each of the index is at www.busit com.
BW production index Copyright 2003 by The McGraw-Hill Companies
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BUSINESSWEEK INVESTING Real-time
market coverage and investment tools in
partnership with Standard & Poor’s.

MUTUAL FUNDS Search for funds, view BW
ratings, and read Q&A's with fund managers.

COLUMNS Hot stocks, takeover plays,
and the latest strategies for managing your

money.

BusinessWeek [online

For the BW50, more investment data, and the
components of the production index visit

www.businessweek.com/magazine/extra.htm
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