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COLUMNS Hot stocks, takeover plays,

Nov. 29, and rose 10.1% from a year
ago. Before calculation of the four- and the latest strategies for managing your
week moving average, the index The production index finished higher on the week. money.
slipped to 210. Before calculation of the four-week moving average,

however, the index fell to 210, from 2139.On a

seasonally adjusted basis, autos and electric power

CURRENT ACCOUNT Tuesday,
Dec. 16, 8:30 a.m. EST nThe
U.S. current account deficit
probably eased to $136 billion
during the third quarter, after
holding at $138.7 billion in the
second quarter.

EST » November factory output is
expected to have increased by
0.4%, following a 0.2% gain in
October. The average operating
Tuesday, Dec. 16, 8:30 a.m. rate very likely improved to 75.2%,
EST » November consumer from 75% during the previous
prices for goods and services likely ~ month.

according to the median forecast
of economists surveyed by MMS
International.

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX

RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION
Tuesday, Dec. 16, 8:30 a.m.
EST » Housing starts in
November very likely cooled to an
annual rate of 1.93 million, down
from 1.96 million in October. That's

rose 0.2%, after holding steady in
October. Excluding food and
energy, prices probably moved up
0.2% for a second straight period.
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION
Tuesday, Dec. 16, 9:15 a.m.

LEADING INDICATORS Thursday,
Dec. 18, 10 a.m. EST »The
Conference Board's index of
leading indicators probably
increased by 0.3% in November,
after a 0.4% gain for October.

BusinessWeek [online

For the BW50, more investment
data, and the components

of the production index visit
www.businessweek.com/magazine/extra.htm

December 22, 2003 | BusinessWeek | 103

production led the way. Smaller increases were also
posted in steel output and crude-oil refining. Lumber
and rail-freight traffic posted large declines, with
truck assemblies and coal also lower. For the month
of November, the average index level climbed to
210.2, from 205 in October.

Information on each of the index components is at www.businessweek.com.
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