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BUSINESS INVENTORIES
Monday, Nov. 17, 8:30 a.m.
EST » September inventories are
forecast to have held steady after
falling 0.4% in August. That's
based on the median forecast of
economists surveyed by MMS
International. Inventories fell in the
third quarter, drawn down by a
jump in demand. Economists
expect businesses to have started
rebuilding inventories this quarter,
which will lift industrial production.

TREASURY BUDGET Monday,
Nov. 17, 2 p.m. EST » The
federal government is expected to
post a $59 billion deficit for
October, the first month of fiscal
year 2004, after racking up a
$374.2 billion deficit in 2003.
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
Tuesday, Oct. 18, 8:30 a.m.
EST » October consumer prices
for goods and services very likely
rose 0.2%, after a 0.3% rise in
September. Excluding food and
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energy, prices probably moved up
0.2%, following a 0.1% gain.
RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION
Wednesday, Nov. 19, 8:30
a.m. EST » Housing starts in
September likely eased to an
annual rate of 1.85 million.
LEADING INDICATORS Thursday,
Nov. 20, 10 a.m. EST » The
Conference Board's leading
indicators index is forecast to have
improved by 0.2% in October,
offsetting a 0.2% fall in September.

The BusinessWeek production index
climbed to 205.5 for the week ended
Nov. 1, up 8.1% from a year ago.
Before calculation of the four-week
moving average, the index improved
t0206.6.
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For the BW50, more investment
data, and the components

of the production index visit
www.businessweek.com/magazine/extra.ntm
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The production index continued its ascent. Before

calculation of the four-week moving average, the

index climbed to 206.6, from 205.7. On a seasonally

adjusted basis, rail-freight traffic was the biggest

reason for the increase. More moderate gains were
posted in output of steel, coal, truck assemblies, and
electric-power production, while crude-oil refining

posted a scant increase. Lumber and autos were

lower. For the month of October, the average index
level rose to 205, from 201.7 in September.
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MUTUAL FUNDS Search for funds, view BW
ratings, and read Q&A's with fund managers.

COLUMNS Hot stocks, takeover plays,

and the latest strategies for managing your
money.
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