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CONSUMER CONFIDENCE
Tuesday, Sept. 30, 10 a.m.
EDT » The Conference Board’s
September confidence index
probably inched up to 81.4, from
81.3in August. That's based on the
median forecast of economists
surveyed by MMS International.
PURCHASING MANAGERS’ INDEX
Wednesday, Oct. 1, 10 a.m.
EDT W The Institute for Supply
Management's industrial-activity
index for September very likely

moved up a tick, to 54.8%, from
54.7% in August.

CONSTRUCTION SPENDING
Wednesday, Oct. 1, 10 a.m.
EDT W Building outlays in August
are forecast to have climbed 0.4%,
following July's 0.2% increase.
FACTORY INVENTORIES
Thursday, Oct. 2, 8:30 a.m.
EDT » August manufacturing
inventories probably fell 0.2%. In
July, inventories were drawn down
by another 0.5%. With inventories
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falling in 29 of the past 30 months,
factory output should pick up as
the economy improves.
EMPLOYMENT Friday, Oct. 3,
8:30 a.m. EDT W Nonfarm
payrolls in September are
expected to have fallen by 3,000,
after a drop of 93,000 in August.
Manufacturers probably trimmed
30,000 jobs on top of last month’s
44,000 cuts. The small decline in
payrolls very likely pushed the
unemployment rate up to 6.2%.

The BusinessWeek production index
improved to 200.7 for the week
ended Sept. 13, up 5.5% from a year
ago. Before calculation of the four-
week moving average, the index
jumped to 203.3.

BusinessWeek |online

For the BW50, more investment
data, and the components

of the production index visit
www.businessweek.com/magazine/extra.htm

1 CHANGE FROM LAST YEAR: 5.5%

210
SEPT!133200.7 1992=100
200
190
180
THE INDEX IS A 4-WEEK MOVING AVERAGE

170

SEPT. JAN. MAY SEPT.

2002 2002 2003 2003

The production index moved higher. Before
calculation of the four-week moving average, the
index surged to 203.3, from 198.5. After seasonal
adjustments, lumber output showed a sharp
rebound. Auto and truck assemblies also bounced
back, as September production is now set to slightly
exceed planned estimates by the major auto makers,
says Ward’s Automotive Reports. Steel, coal, and rail-
freight traffic were also higher. Crude-oil refining and
electric-power production were both lower.

Information on each of the index cc com.

is at www.busi
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in it all day long. Plus: our exclusive Info Tech
100 index.

BUSINESSWEEK INVESTING Real-time
market coverage and investment tools in
partnership with Standard & Poor’s.

MUTUAL FUNDS Search for funds, view BW
ratings, and read Q&A's with fund managers.

COLUMNS Hot stocks, takeover plays,
and the latest strategies for managing your
money.
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For the BW50, more investment data, and the
components of the production index visit
www.businessweek.com/magazine/extra.htm
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